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  The third annual 49er 
Bypass Challenge is sprint-
ing its way through down-
town Sutter Creek this 
Saturday, April 18. The 
bypass run is comprised of 
a 1 mile, 5k and 10k, 
which participants can run 
or walk. The event lasts 
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
  Last yearõs event was a 
huge success, raising 
$4,276.55 for ACRA. The 
stage is set for this yearõs 
event to be bigger and 
better than ever!  
  ACRA is still looking for 
volunteers to help with 
registration, work water 
stations, set up and break 
down the race.  
  Our sponsors so far for 
this event are the Ice 
Cream Emporium, JBõs 
Awards and Engraving 
and Amador Athletic 
Club. The Ice Cream Em-
porium is donating $100, 
plus giving out free ice 
cream to kids in 8th grade 
and younger who run in 
the race.  
  JBõs Awards and Engrav-
ing is printing the 49er  
Bypass Challenge t-shirts, 
which will be sold at the 
event and given out to 
race participants.  
  Amador Athletic Club is 
generously allowing event 
participants to use its facil-
ity for showers after the 
race. All participants must 
sign an Amador Athletic 
Club release wavier in or-
der to use the facility.  

sponsor may place up to 
four signs along the one-
mile portion of the course 
along with the business 
name prominently dis-
played at the staging area. 
The sponsor will also re-
ceive recognition in public 
address announcements.  
  ACRA will also be having 
fun and games at Cribbs 
Field for the kids, includ-
ing a dunk tank, face 
painting and much more! 
  For more information 
about the event, sponsor-
ship opportunities or vol-
unteering, call Matt at 
(209) 223-6373. 
 

  We still need more spon-
sors!  
  ACRAõs sponsorship 
opportunities are broken 
down into four different 

categories: $50 Power 
Walkers, $100 Milers, $250 
1/2 Marathoners and $500 
Marathoners.  
  The Power Walker pack-
age includes the sponsorõs 
name, which will be listed 
on the event day program, 
and the sponsor may pro-
vide an item in the partici-
pantsõ ògoodie bagsó. 
  The Milers sponsor is the 
same as the Power Walk-
ers, plus the business 
name appears on this 
yearõs 49er Bypass t-shirt.  
  The 1/2 Marathoners 
sponsor includes every-
thing in the Milers package 
plus a sponsor sign adja-
cent to the water station, 
as well as publication in all 
of ACRAõs advertise-
ments.  
  The Marathoners pack-
age includes the 1/2 Mara-
thoners package plus the 
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Help ACRA Out!  
As postage rates con-

tinue to rise, itõs becoming 

more and more difficult for 

ACRA to send its news-

letter via òsnail mailó. If you 

have an email account and 

internet access, please al-

low ACRA to send you 

the newsletter via email. 
Call ACRA or email 

LMacLeod@co.amador.ca.us 

to get added to our email list.  
 

Thank you for showing your 

support during these difficult 

economic times.   

Participants from last yearôs 

race get ready at the start/

finish line in downtown Sut-

ter Creek.  
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òWork hard and hopeó is ad-
vice that when followed, can 
reap benefits for the entire com-
munity. Itõs what we do here at 
ACRA: sow seeds of hope and 
share the benefit of our efforts. 
My talented, professional, dedi-
cated and hard-working staff are 
bringing more recreation oppor-
tunities and experiences to 
Amador County.  

ACRA operates on a soft-
funded budget of $5 per person, 
if the money is available, from 
local governments and use of 
facilities from the school dis-
trict. That equates to about 
$172,000 per year plus about 
$20,000 in-kind. Thatõs it. SOFT 
money! If the money is there we 
are funded, if not, we figure out 
something else. During my ten-
ure as your director, we have 
been funded by 100 percent of 
the municipalities at 100 percent 
of the amount requested.  

In addition to the soft funds, 
we manage contracts, programs 
and events to help make ends 
meet. We maintain and improve 
parks while striving to make a 
difference in our local commu-
nity.  

Even without the current eco-

nomic climate, this is a diffi-
cult way to fund a public 
agency. It really doesnõt afford 
for the long-term benefits of 
adequate funding: new facili-
ties, nice parks and great pro-
grams. Ask anyone you know 
if they have attended an 
ACRA program or event in 
the last year. Itõs likely that 
two of the three people you 
ask will know about us or 
have actually come out and 
ôplayedõ with us.  

Some of these programs 
cost, some donõt. Some break 
even, most donõt. That is how 
recreation works all over the 
state. In Amador County, we 
spend $11 per person on 
parks and recreation. The 
state average is closer to $75 
per person, with most of that 
coming from the general 
funds of local governments. 
Some folks say, òGo after the 
existing pot of money (local 
government), we already pay 
enough taxes!ó  

I am pretty certain in this 
time of lay-offs and shoe-
string budgets that these are 
being spread thin enough. 

One of the main reasons 

for ACRAõs success is that 
the idea of resource sharing is 
put into action. Shared re-
sources and individual ac-
countability are what drive the 
success of ACRA.  

ACRA needs to have our 
own development, equip-
ment, administration and op-
erations funding. This will 
guarantee help with trails and 
park planning, park develop-
ment, contract management 
and increased programming.  

Did you know that ACRA 
maintains more than 100 
acres of parkland? Did you 
know that ACRA offers more 
than 50 programs and special 
events in a given year? 

Recently I was told that the 
ôdirect askõ is the most effec-
tive and proper way to raise 
funds. What would you be 
willing to give? I am asking 
the citizens of Amador 
County to invest in the future 
of parks and recreation, in the 
basic health of our commu-
nity, and to take part in this 
positive action. It would be 
nice to have a tax line dedi-
cated to parks and recreation 
that will benefit our entire 
community by guaranteeing 
proper park maintenance and 
development far into the fu-
ture. The rub isé itõs yet an-
other tax! I am looking at all 
possibilities prior to spending 
the funds for a ballot meas-
ure. Any suggestions you 
might have will be graciously 
received and greatly appreci-
ated. Thereõs got to be a way! 

 
 
 
 
Tracey Towner ðYep,  
Executive Director  

Directorôs Take 
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òOur mission is to    

maximize recrea-

tion opportunities 

for all the people 

in all the areas of 

Amador County 

by working col-

laboratively and 

thinking  

regionally.ó 

Weõre on  

the Web! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ACRA is also 
now on  

MySpace & 
Facebook ! 

www.glassdoctor.com  

#  

 

 A division of ABC 

Autoglass Inc  

w
w
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 Great Balls of Fire: Bonfire Benefit Coming to Ione!  

 
 

Amador  County Recreat ion 
Agencyõs REC-ing Crew presents a 
Friday Night Live event that will bring 
down the house!  
Come help ACRAõs FNL REC-ing 

Crew collect canned and non-
perishable food items for the Interfaith 
Food Bank while having a blast hang-
ing out with friends and building a 
bonfire!  

This event will be on Friday, March 
6. The Bonfire Benefit is open to all 
high schoolers and will take place at 
Howard Park in Ione from 5:30 to 8 

p.m. For every food item you bring, 
you will receive a raffle ticket, which 
will be collected for a raffle drawing.  

Other activities include cooking hot-
dogs and sõmores and playing man 
hunt. Also, be sure to bring your in-
struments for a fireside jam session! 
Hotdogs and sõmores are $2 each or 

$3 for both. Everything else is free! 
Donõt miss this night of fun, laughs, 
music and good times! 

For more information or to register 
for this event, call Kim at 223-6373.  

 

home in Volcano. Benker 
received his Bachelor of 
Fine Arts in Ceramics in 
1990 from California Col-
lege of Arts and Crafts.  

He uses Raku, paint, 
textiles, pottery, ceramics 
and other media to express 
his artistic and creative 
abilities. For more infor-
mation on Benkerõs art 
work, background and 
other local artists, go to 
www.benkergallery.com. 

For more information or 
to register for the class, 
call Jaime at 223-6373. 

 

Learn how to fire and 
use wheels to make ce-
ramic art!  

An introductory ceram-
ics arts class will run from 
April 20 to May 21 for 10 
classes. The class will be 
on Mondays and Thurs-
days from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m., plus open studio 
time by arrangement.  

The cost is $270 plus 
supply fees (approximately 
$50). The total costs aver-
ages out to $27 for each 
class, plus supplies. The 
full cost of the class is re-
quired upfront along with 

signing a release waiver. 
The class is for ages 15 
and older.  

The introductory class 
will cover low, medium 
and high fire clays and 
glaze techniques. Students 
will also learn handbuild-
ing techniques, kilns and 
firing, functional and non-
functional wheel throwing 
techniques, clay as art plus 
much more.  

There is only room for 
10 people, so sign up early!  

Bob Benker, a renowned 
artist, will be teaching the 
ceramic classes out of his 

Clay & Play: Introductory Course on Ceramic Art  

Calling all movie fans, the re-
turn of outdoor cinema is com-
ing to a town near you!  

The spring season of movies 
in the park will run from April 
16 to June 21. The movies will 
be shown at Pioneer Elementary, 
Detert Park, Bryson Park, Cribbs 
Field, Howard Park and the Ply-
mouth fairgrounds.  

Just a preview of some of the 
movies that will be shown are 
Casablanca, the Dark Knight, 
Iron Man, Freedom Writers and 
The Mummy 3. Check out the 
movie listing on our Web page 

for more dates, movies, loca-
tions, times and sponsors.  

Movies in the park has a $5 
per person admission fee and 
kids 5 and younger are free.  

 Look for ACRAõs concession 
stand, which will be selling candy 
bars, pizza, popcorn and sodas 
at a low price. 

Sponsorship opportunities are 
still available for $300 per movie. 

For more information, to 
sponsor or for movie times and 
listings, contact Tyler at 223-
6373.  

Outdoor Cinema Provides Adventures Under the Stars  

This elephant is an example of 

Bob Benkerôs artwork. Benker is 

teaching an introductory ceramic 

art class starting April 20. 
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March 5 ð7  

Amador Nuggets cheer 
tryouts will be held at 
Amador High and are open 
to girls who live within the 
schoolõs boundaries be-
tween the ages of 10 to 14 
who have not yet graduated 
from 8th grade. The clinics 
will be held at the gym 
Thursday, March 5 from 6 
to 8:30 p.m., Friday, March 
6 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Tryouts will be held at the 
cafeteria on Saturday, 
March 7, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Bring workout clothes, ath-
letic shoes, water and a 
copy of the childõs birth 
certificate and proof of resi-
dency. There is no fee to try 
out. For more information, 
call Karen Resha at 274-
6098. 

March 5 ð7  

Argonaut Junior Mus-
tangs cheer clinic will be 
held March 5 and 6 from 6 
to 8 p.m. at Argonaut High. 
The cost for the clinic is 
$20. Tryouts will be held 
March 7 from 4 to 8 p.m. at 
Argonaut. The clinic is for 
youth ages 10 to 14 to be a 
cheerleader (or 8 to 9 to be 
a mascot) who live within 
the schoolõs boundaries. 
Bring a photocopy of your 
birth certificate. For more 
in fo rmat ion ,  go  to 
www. j rmus tangs .com. 
Questions, contact Lisa 
Gaebe at 223-3146.  

March 6  

Sign up now, registration 
will close March 6! Join 
Amador Tennis Club for its 
fifth season of Junior 
Team Tennis! Boys and 
girls compete together on 
teams, learning tennis while 
playing the game. Beginners 
are welcome. The six-week 
season runs April 4 through 

May 16, with one match 
each Saturday afternoon (no 
match April 11) and one 
practice each week after 
school. The cost is $65 (first 
child) and $40 (second 
child), and the league is 
open to ages 7-15. For 
m o r e  i n f o ,  s e e 
www.amadortennisclub.org 
or call 575-6292.  

March 7  

Amador Nuggets Foot-
ball registration will be 
held Saturday, March 7 
from 1 to 5 p.m. at the 
Amador High School Cafe-
teria. The cost is $125. 
Physicals are offered at reg-
istration for $10. Registra-
tion is open to ages 8 to 14 
in the schoolõs boundaries. 
For more information, call 
Kim at 401-4763. 

March 7 and 23  

Argonaut Junior Mus-
tangs youth football sign-
ups will be held Saturday, 
March 7 from 8 a.m. to 12 
p.m. at Argonaut High. Sign
-ups are open to kids ages 
8to 14 who live within the 
schoolõs boundaries. Bring a 
photocopy of your childs 
birth certificate. Physicals 
will be available for $10. 
Returning players can come 
to pre-registration at Argo-
naut on Wednesday, March 
4 from 6 to 8 p.m. For 
more information, go to 
www. j rmus tangs .com. 
Questions, contact Jeff 
Cramer at 304-1246 or Lau-
rie Floyd at 257-0450. 

March 7 and 23  

Amador Polar Bears 
Swim Team registration 
will be at the scout hut in 
Detert Park Saturday, 
March 7 from 1 to 5 p.m. 
and Monday, March 23 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. For 
youth between the ages of 4 

to 18. For more informa-
tion, go to amadorpolar-
bears.com or contact 
Dianna Haley, 295-5220. 

March 28 and 29  

The 49er Treasure Trail 
will be from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. on Saturday, March 28 
and 9 a.m. to noon on Sun-
day, March 29. For more 
information, call (877) 868-
7262 or go to  www. 
touramador.com. The regis-
tration is $10 per person.  

March 28 ðMay 9  

Lifeguard training with 
title 22! The cost is $198. 
Saturday and Sunday, March 
28 and 29 from 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Saturday and Sunday, 
April 4 and 5 from 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Saturday, April 18 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Water 
Safety Instructor classes. 
The cost is $168. Sunday, 
April 19 from 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Saturday and Sunday, 
April 25 and 26 from 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Saturday and Sun-
day, May 2 and 3 from 9 
a.m. to 6 p.m. CPR/AED 
for the professional Rescuer 
Review. The cost is $50. 
Saturday, May 9 from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Lifeguard Training 
Challenge. The cost is $50. 
Saturday, May 9 from 2 to 6 
p.m. Pre-register at Jackson 
City Hall. For more infor-
mation, call 223-1646. 

 
Continued on page 7... 

 

 Recreation Briefs  
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Would you like to advertise in our newsletter starting at $25 an issue? Call ACRA for more information! 

ACRA is always 

looking for sponsors 

for our events. If you 

would like to sponsor 

an event or make a do-

nation, call ACRA at 

223-6349.  

Having an event you 

want publicized? 
 
 

ACRA can get the 

word out by distributing 

your flyer to more than 

100 locations in the 

county for just $75!  

Call 223 -6349! 

ACRA is looking 
for lifeguards!  

 

 

 

Call ACRA today!  
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  For many, the fondest 
childhood memories in-
volve adventures in the 
outdoors.  
  òWhere Do the Children 
Play?ó is a documentary 
that describes the power-
ful, positive influence that 
unstructured outdoor play 
has on our childrenõs 
health and well-being.  
  The documentary will be 

shown at the Health and 
Human Services Building 
in Sutter Creek from 5:30 
to 8:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
April 30.  
  Following the film, there 
will be break out sessions 
with local experts in the 
fields share their knowl-
edge of health, education, 
environment and policies, 
who will answer questions 

and guide discussion.   
  This event is part of the 
Bring Childhood Back to 
Nature Series and is 
brought to you by 
Amador First 5, ACRA, 
Amador Child Care 
Council and HRC Child 
Care Resources.  
  For more information, 
call ACRA at 223-6349 or 
HRC at 223-1624. 

 The Great Park Pursuit  
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First -Ever Spring Day Camp Offers Upcountry Fun  

 

Ski Bus to  

Kirkwood on  

Saturdays!  

 

Itõs only $10 roundtrip!  

Call ACRA at 223 -6349 or go 

to www.highsierratickets.com. 

 Free Screening of òWhere Do the Children Play?ó April 30 

Can you guess in which park this play 

structure is located? Get ready for The 

Great Park Pursuit, coming May 2! 

  Amador County Recreation Agency is 
introducing a brand new event, The 
Great Park Pursuit, starting May 2!  
  Over a six-weekend period, ACRA will 
be sending participants to two undis-
closed locations in a town in Amador 
County to learn about the parks and his-
tory of that town. They will be traveling 
to 10 different towns in Amador County 
throughout the Great Park Pursuit. 
  The Great Park Pursuit is scheduled to 

run May 2 through July 25, with early 
pick-up of event materials for pre-
registered participants on May 1.  
  Make a team (three or more partici-
pants) with your friends and family! The 
cost is $65 per person and includes the 
tour fees for five local attractions and a 
camera. Thatõs only $3.25 per location!  
  For more information regarding spon-
sorships or to participate, contact Liz at 
223-6359.  

Winter is still showing its face in 
Amador County but that is not going 
to stop Spring Day Camp from hap-
pening!  

Spring Day Camp will be kicking 
off for the first year on March 16 at 
Mollie Joyce Park in Pioneer.  

The Spring Day Camp is a games, 
crafts, exploring and building extrava-
ganza for kids age 7 to 12.  

The camp will be held during spring 
break, March 16 to 20, from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. The cost of the program is 
$100. For an early drop off at 7 a.m. 
or late pick up at 6 p.m., there will be 
a charge of $15 for each additional 
hour. Each morning, kids will gather 
at the upper baseball field to sign in.  

The $100 camp fee provides each 
camper with a Kleen Kanteen water 
bottle and a daily snack, plus an op-
portunity to explore new things, learn 
about environmental stewardship, 

meet new friends, learn new games 
and find new confidence in a positive 
environment!  

Participants will get to learn about 
the native flora and fauna while ex-
ploring Mollie Joyce Park, develop 
photos and photograms in a real dark 
room and the camp will also include 

special guests every day.  
Kim Traverso will be the head in-

structor for the Spring Day Camp, 
along with other staff members. 
Traverso has been running ACRAõs 
Summer Day Camp for the last three 
years and hopes to continue to build 
the Spring Day Camp program.  
Last yearõs Summer Day Camp pro-

gram was held for one- and two-week 
periods at the Plymouth fairgrounds, 
Ione, Jackson, Sutter Creek and 
Mollie Joyce Park.  

Traverso is also the instructor for 
the after school program that is held 
at the scout hut at Detert Park in 
Jackson. If you are interested in sign-
ing up for ACRAõs Club Live After 
School Program, call ACRA today to 
fill out a release waiver. Itõs free!  

For more information or to register 
for the Spring Day Camp, contact 
Kim at 223-6373. 

Kim Traverso, ACRA employee, spear-

heads the spring and summer day camps.  


